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Skanska teams with University of Washington for new BIM certificate 
program 
 
SEATTLE – The University of Washington’s Department of Construction Management and 

Skanska, one of the world’s leading construction and development firms, have teamed, to offer a 

new certificate for Building Information Modeling (BIM). 

The new program – the UW-CERC/Skanska Building Information Modeling (BIM) Certificate – 

was created to fill a current gap in the field of people trained to use data-rich virtual-reality 

modeling tools.  

The 11-week program started on Sept. 29 and is open to UW students, local industry 

professionals and, via online streaming, to industry professionals nationwide. Students will learn 

tangible BIM software skills and gain an understanding of virtual design and construction 

processes that have real-world applications. Developed collaboratively by UW and Skanska to 

help the industry define and formalize a knowledge base for BIM managers, the course will be 

under the instruction of UW’s Associate Professor and Director of the Center for Education 

Research in Construction (CERC) Carrie Sturts Dossick and Skanska Virtual Design & 

Construction Director Mike Choquette. 

“Students will come away with a very concrete and applied understanding of current practices 

using BIM tools and processes,” Dossick said. “From a hands-on skill-based level, they’ll know 

how to use the software to work with models and interpret the information, and from a conceptual 

level, they’ll know why BIM applications are valuable to a project.”  

Throughout the course, students will learn to assemble models and assess for clash detection, 

analyze model-based estimating data, create 4D model animations, and complete a capstone 

project. Students will also learn how to compose a more integrated team and act as facilitators 

for stronger communication between designers, engineers, sub-contractors, clients and 

fabricators.  

“Skanska’s rich history of integrating emerging technology into the construction process will give 

students an inside look on BIM’s growing impact on a rapidly changing industry,” Choquette said. 

“Ten years ago, it was difficult to predict how valuable this technology would be in construction. 

Today, three out of four of our active projects use BIM tools, and they help us do everything from 

working more safely to deliver customer value by optimizing schedules, improving quality, 

minimizing waste and enhancing lifecycle management.”  

“The program has the potential to significantly help shape our graduates’ career trajectory. 

Nationally, we’re seeing the emergence of a specialized role for these professionals and a trend 

where they’re moving from being BIM managers all the way to executive roles for technology,” 



Dossick said. CERC plans to develop other industry-responsive certificate programs on other 

topics in the future.  

From an educational perspective, undergraduate and graduate students will be able to complete 

the training in correlation with their degree. Existing construction management professionals can 

enroll in the course to further develop their skills and learn how BIM/VDC professionals are being 

utilized throughout the industry.  

Choquette added: “A program of this sort shows that a company like Skanska, a construction 

and development firm, has the ability to respond to industry needs and deliver a curriculum like 

this. Potentially, we could explore a similar effort for other relevant topic areas.” 

To learn more about the certificate program visit: http://cm.be.uw.edu/content/bimcertificate.   

 

 
### 

For further information, please contact: 
Jay Weisberger, Skanska, 206.494.5469, jay.weisberger@skanska.com  
Jennifer Rash, PRR for Skanska, 206.227.9494, jrash@prrbiz.com  
 
For questions about enrolling in the program, contact Julie Angeley at jcomiske@uw.edu 
 
This and previous releases can also be found at www.usa.skanska.com 
 
Skanska USA is one of the largest, most financially sound construction and development 
companies in the U.S., serving a broad range of clients including those in transportation, power, 
industrial, water/wastewater, healthcare, education, sports, data centers, government, aviation 
and commercial.  Headquartered in New York with offices in 34 metro areas, we have more than 
10,000 employees committed to being leaders in safety, project execution, sustainability, ethics 
and people development. In 2014, our work in building construction, civil and power/industrial 
construction, commercial development and infrastructure development (public-private 
partnerships) generated $7.3 billion in revenue.  Global revenue of parent company Skanska AB, 
headquartered in Stockholm and listed on the Stockholm Stock Exchange, totaled $21 billion in 
2014. Skanska shares are publicly traded in the U.S. on the OTC market under the symbol 
SKBSY through a Level I American Depository Receipt program.   
 
The University of Washington's Center for Education and Research in Education (CERC) 
is a locus of research, scholarship and discovery in the UW’s Department of Construction 
Management and allied disciplines of architecture, engineering and real estate. Focused on the 
people and practices of a dynamic, innovative construction industry, CERC develops new 
concepts and innovative solutions as well as improves methodologies for design, construction 
and operations. With labs focused on Safety and Health, Project Delivery and Management, 
Virtual Design and Construction, Infrastructure Development, and Sustainable Built 
Environments the CERC faculty are not only experts and researchers in a wide array of topics 
but also lead the field in translating that expertise into excellent construction education practices 
and pedagogy to train tomorrow's construction professionals. 
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