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Skanska to construct Belfairs High School 
 
Skanska has been awarded a contract worth £28 million by Southend-on-Sea Borough 
Council, funded by the Department for Children, Schools and Families, to construct 
Belfairs High School in Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 
 
Skanska has drawn upon the in-house skills of its Construction, Mechanical and 
Electrical installations, Structural Design and Piling expertise to put together a team to 
deliver the design and construction of the new school, which will cover an area of 
approximately 11,000 square metres and accommodate around 1300 students from 
years 7-13 (11-18 year olds).  In addition, the new facility will provide specialist Catering 
and Motor Mechanics facilities as well as provision for Adult Education.  
 
Under the contract, Skanska will also be responsible for external works, drainage, 
external services, ICT infrastructure and Furniture Fixtures and Equipment, as well as 
some refurbishment works to retained buildings within the existing school site. 
 
Environmental solutions and sustainability are at the heart of Skanska's approach to 
this project.  Robust site control measures will be applied to mitigate construction 
impacts on the existing school, which will be fully operational whilst construction of 
the new school is underway, and the surrounding community.   
 
Other solutions include the installation of biomass boilers to enhance energy 
efficiency and the reuse of materials from existing buildings on the site. 
 
The award of this project, a pathfinder for Southend-on-Sea Borough Council, under the 
Building Schools for the Future programme, signifies an important milestone for 
Skanska and its client who have been working together under an advance works 
agreement over recent months to develop the scheme and establish temporary 
accommodation to make way for the new school. 
 
Architects for the scheme are Penoyre & Prasad. 
 
Southend-on-Sea Borough Council’s Executive Councillor for Children and Learning 
Councillor Roger Hadley says: “We are very pleased that Skanska has been successful in 
winning the contract and we look forward to working with the company over this most 
exciting project. The new school will offer a great many extra opportunities for pupils 
and for the community for generations to come, as well as featuring adult education 
facilities too.” 
 
Main construction works will start immediately and are scheduled for completion in 
Summer 2011 ready for the start of the new school year.  
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Notes to Editors: 
Skanska UK is a construction services business with operations in building, civil engineering, utilities and infrastructure services, piling and 
ground engineering, design, mechanical and electrical, hard and soft FM, PFI/PPP, ceilings and decorative plasterwork, steel decking and 
Communities, which delivers ModernaHus, Skanska’s low energy MMC residential solution. 

 
Our business model is to integrate our core disciplines to deliver project solutions across our chosen market areas. By integrating all 
disciplines and working together with our clients, our partners and our supply chain, we make a real difference to the way construction is 
delivered. 
 
Backed by the financial strength of our parent, Skanska AB, we focus totally on our customers in the UK, understanding their needs. We 
combine this with a “can-do” mindset to get it right first time. By continually improving the service we offer and delivering on safety, 
environment, quality and performance – our clients see us as the first choice of partner. 
 
Our ability to demonstrate real responsibility to the people, organisations and environments in which we work attracts the next generation 
of talent who want to make a real difference. 
 
We employ around 5000 staff and undertake over £1.4 billion of work each year. All operating units have certification to the management 
systems ISO 14001, ISO 9001 and OHSAS 18001 and work strictly in accordance with the Skanska Code of Conduct. 
 
Skanska UK is part of Skanska, Skanska is one of the world’s leading project development and construction groups with expertise in 
construction, development of commercial and residential projects and public-private partnerships. The Group currently has 55,000 
employees in selected home markets in Europe, in the US and Latin America. Headquartered in Stockholm, Sweden and listed on the 
Stockholm Stock Exchange, Skanska's sales in 2008 totalled £11.9 billion. 
 

 


