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                                               Press Release 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MSD IT Global Innovation Center Leases 

Riverview Office Building 

Prague, July 1, 2014 – MSD has signed a lease agreement with Skanska Property Czech 

Republic for approximately 90 % of the Riverview office building that is being 

constructed on Vltava River bank in Prague 5. The new lease will include approximately 

6.200 m2 of first class office space in early 2015. MSD will house its IT Global Innovation 

Center in Riverview, which is the company’s global IT hub in Prague established to 

develop and apply advanced innovative solutions within healthcare industry focusing on 

areas such as mathematical modeling, information security, mobile technology, big data 

and analytics. 

“The holistic approach used to develop the internal design of the Riverview office building 

perfectly reflects the company’s commitment to a creative and collaborative working 

environment. Every team within the MSD IT Global Innovation Center has by now provided 

unique insight and input into the new facility. We intend to have a state of art system of 

functional zones on each floor, which Riverview’s shape perfectly supports," explains John 

Westby, Associate Vice President MSD, who leads the company's new IT center.  

Functional zones are part of a new approach that includes undisturbed workspace, collaborative 

areas for project work, innovation labs, as well as refocusing zones. The functional zones 

support an extremely diverse team environment. “Genius loci of this developing business district 

is that it maintains the industrial character from the past and also offers contemporary buildings 

suited to our intention to create a highly innovative office space”, added Westby.  

Riverview is a seven story building, being constructed on the Vltava riverbank. The whole 

Riverview office offers approximately 7.000 m2 of gross leasable office area with excellent 

accessibility and a wide range of services and amenities in the city center. MSD will be the 

anchor tenant, occupying almost 90% of the building.  

The goal of Skanska is to contribute to sustainable development by developing state-of-the-art 

office buildings employing innovative construction solutions, materials and processes. The 

Riverview office building aims to receive Gold Level LEED certification. Architecture of the 

building comes from the Tengbom, one of the leading architectural firms in Sweden and the 

Nordic region. General contractor is Skanska a.s.   
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“We are proud to have developed a strong and trustful partnership with MSD that resulted in 

establishing their IT Global Innovation Center in our project. The lease agreement was signed 

while there are still 7 months to the completion. It all proves interest in high-quality, sustainable 

projects that offer comfortable and efficient work environment,” says Marie Passburg, President, 

Skanska Property Czech Republic. ”From the beginning we were convinced about the growing 

potential of Prague 5 district and concept of the project that due to its size provides a sense of 

identity to a tenant.”  

MSD is working to design space based on ergonomic rules in order to deliver innovative 

seating, use best acoustic insulation system as well as support space variability. MSD’s 

impressive technical talent will capture and share information throughout the building as they 

work numerous visualization tools and interactive panels. For example, one such tool will enable 

writing on walls that will be automatically capture, store, and share ideas with surrounding 

colleagues. The entire design-build project results in superior business space located near the 

city centre. The project brilliantly integrates creativity, art, sense of nature, cosmopolitan 

environment and the latest technologies in the heart of Prague.  

The Austin Company, a top design-build firm, is also delighted to have been working with MSD 

in developing the office layout strategy and “look and feel” for the GIC team. Reaffirming the 

collaborative effort of the design, Robert Naylor-Stables Architect and Director of Facilities 

Development at Austin Company affirms that “MSD team has been fully engaged in the 

process, bringing a high level of energy and enthusiasm. The briefing workshop sessions and 

design reviews have been very positive, enabling the design to be developed in a very focused 

way. We have been impressed that new people joining the team have also had the opportunity 

to input into the process,” he continues.  

The MSD IT Global Innovation Center covers a wide range of global IT services and will provide 

100 new jobs for IT specialists in 2014 with an additional 100 new jobs created in 2015. Final 

number of employees should be reached in 2017. Overall amount of investment in the first three 

years of operation exceeds one billion CZK, which represents one of the largest IT investments 

in the Czech Republic in recent years. MSD is a global leader in healthcare and is known as 

Merck & Co. in the US and Canada. 

 

About MSD 

Today's MSD is a global healthcare leader working to help the world be well. MSD is a trade 

name of Merck & Co., Inc., with headquarters in Whitehouse Station, N.J., U.S.A. Through our 

prescription medicines, vaccines, biologic therapies, and consumer care and animal health 

products, we work with customers and operate in more than 140 countries to deliver innovative 

health solutions. We also demonstrate our commitment to increasing access to healthcare 

through far-reaching policies, programs and partnerships. For more information, visit 

www.msd.com or www.msd.cz and connect with us on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 
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Merck Forward-Looking Statement  

This news release includes “forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the safe harbor 

provisions of the United States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. These 

statements are based upon the current beliefs and expectations of Merck’s management and 

are subject to significant risks and uncertainties. If underlying assumptions prove inaccurate or 

risks or uncertainties materialize, actual results may differ materially from those set forth in the 

forward-looking statements.  

Risks and uncertainties include but are not limited to, general industry conditions and 

competition; general economic factors, including interest rate and currency exchange rate 

fluctuations; the impact of pharmaceutical industry regulation and health care legislation in the 

United States and internationally; global trends toward health care cost containment; 

technological advances, new products and patents attained by competitors; challenges inherent 

in new product development, including obtaining regulatory approval; Merck’s ability to 

accurately predict future market conditions; manufacturing difficulties or delays; financial 

instability of international economies and sovereign risk; dependence on the effectiveness of 

Merck’s patents and other protections for innovative products; and the exposure to litigation, 

including patent litigation, and/or regulatory actions.  

Merck undertakes no obligation to publicly update any forward-looking statement, whether as a 

result of new information, future events or otherwise. Additional factors that could cause results 

to differ materially from those described in the forward-looking statements can be found in 

Merck’s 2012 Annual Report on Form 10-K and the company’s other filings with the Securities 

and Exchange Commission (SEC) available at the SEC’s Internet site (www.sec.gov).  

 

About Skanska 

 

Skanska Property Czech Republic, s.r.o. focuses on commercial property development and 

operates independently from the Skanska a.s. group of companies. It has been operating on the 

Czech market since 1997 and has since completed numerous administrative buildings and 

commercial spaces. Skanska Property Czech Republic is currently developing sustainable 

administrative buildings in Prague: Riverview in Smíchov and Corso Court in Karlín.  

 

Skanska Group is one of the world’s leading project development and construction groups, with 

expertise in the construction and development of commercial properties and residential projects 

as well as public-private partnerships. Using the Group’s global environmental know-how, 

Skanska aims to be a leader in the development and construction of green projects. The Group 

currently has 57,000 employees in selected home markets in Europe, the U.S. and Latin 

America. Skanska’s revenue in 2013 totaled SEK 136 billion (EUR 15.8 billion). 

For more information on the company and its projects please visit www.skanska.cz. 

  

 

# # #  
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SKANSKA 

Ing. Lenka Kůsová  
Communications and Marketing Specialist 
+420 739 220 993 
lenka.kusova@property.skanska.cz 
Skanska Property Czech Republic 
www.skanska.cz/property        
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