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Prison receives top environmental accolade for second year running 

 

BRE Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) has awarded Skanska with another 

prestigious accolade for its achievements at HMP Thameside, formerly known as Belmarsh 

West. 

 

This is the second BREEAM award for the prison – presented for the kitchen and training 

workshops building. It recognises the high score received during certification. BREEAM is a 

voluntary measurement rating for green buildings and is used as a tool to measure the 

sustainability of new non-domestic buildings in the UK. 

 

The award was presented at the annual Ecobuild conference on 5 March, and recognises the 

team’s achievements in the specification, design, construction and operation of the BREEAM 

assessed buildings. These represent leading examples of construction projects assessed and 

certified in the preceding calendar year. 

 

Guy Baulf, Serco Director – HMP Thameside collected the award along with Brian Parke 

Skanska Pre-construction Director and Paul Brown Ministry of Justice Project Manager. 

 

Guy said: "When I first saw the land that the prison would be built on, I didn’t believe that it 

would fit. However with Skanska's careful planning and organisation we now have a fit for 

purpose prison handed over two months early that is well designed and actually looks quite 

beautiful.  

 

"Skanska has been building prisons for us for many years and what I like is that they listen to us 

– the client – and learn from every design to ensure each prison is better than the previous. A 

great example is the concrete moulded cells – cleverly designed to include shelves for prisoners 

to put their belongings on." 

 

The HMP Thameside development comprises of 10 prison buildings including: a sports hall, 

reception, kitchen, vocational training workshops and a health and education unit. The Living 

Unit is a four-storey building providing 600 prison cells. It boasts a host of environmental 

features including: a waste vegetable oil biofuel boiler, on-site food composting and water 

efficient toilets. 
 

http://www.skanska.co.uk/
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Notes for the editor 
 

Skanska in the UK 

Skanska is involved in some of the UK’s most prestigious building and infrastructure projects, working with both 
private and public-sector clients. We also deliver numerous smaller schemes, including public-realm improvement, 
hard and soft landscaping and utilities projects.  
 
In addition, by combining our skills and experience in construction and infrastructure development we have become a 
UK leader in delivering schemes in healthcare, education, defence, transportation and municipal services that bring 
together private and public investment.  
 
Working together with clients, partners and our supply chain, we make a positive difference to each project. Part of 
that is our resolute commitment to a more sustainable world, creating green solutions and setting high standards in 
green construction, as well as helping project stakeholders to make more sustainable choices. In acknowledgement, in 
June 2011 we were named the greenest company in the UK across all industries in The Sunday Times Best Green 
Companies Awards.  
 
We also strive to lead in health and safety, business ethics and the working environment. Construction News named us 
Employer of the Year in its 2012 awards. Our Code of Conduct and Five Zeros together embody our values and form 
the foundation of our culture: zero loss-making projects, zero accidents, zero environmental incidents, zero ethical 
breaches and zero defects.  
 
Skanska UK is backed by the financial strength of Skanska AB in Sweden. 
 
www.skanska.co.uk   
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